Welcome Remarks by Mr Tan Kai Hoe, Singapore Red Cross Chairman

At World Blood Donor Day 2026 at Expo Hall 2 on 27 June 2026

Guest-of-Honour Mr Tan Kiat How, Senior Minister of State for Digital
Development and Information & Ministry of Health

Professor Benjamin Ong, Chairman, Health Sciences Authority

Adj Prof (Dr) Raymond Chua, Chief Executive Officer, Health Sciences
Authority

Mr Benjamin William, Secretary General/CEOQO, Singapore Red Cross
Champion Blood Donors

Ladies and Gentlemen

A very good morning to you. Every blood donation gives someone more
time — more time with family, more time to recover, and more time to live
fully. On behalf of the National Blood Programme, | am pleased to welcome
you to our World Blood Donor Day celebrations. Today, we honour our
dedicated community of lifesavers — 2,268 Champion Blood Donors and
55 Partner-Organisations — whose unwavering commitment has helped
sustain Singapore’s blood supply and save countless lives. Let's give

everyone a round of applause!



This year’s celebration is especially meaningful as we mark the 80"
anniversary of Singapore’s National Blood Programme. Over the past eight
decades, the programme has grown from a single bloodbank established in
1946, into a nationwide movement supported by generations of blood

donors, volunteers, healthcare professionals and community partners.

Blood Donors Are A Lifeline

Blood is needed not only during emergencies and surgeries, but also to
support ongoing treatment for cancer and other life-threatening and chronic
conditions. For many patients, blood transfusion is not a one-time
intervention, but a regular part of their journey towards recovery. To
understand this more personally, we will hear later from Ms Huang Tong
Xuan, who was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia while she was still
studying. Throughout her treatment journey, blood transfusions played a
critical role in supporting her recovery. Her story reminds us that life is
unpredictable, and none of us know when we or our loved ones may

depend on the generosity of other blood donors.



This was also true for Mr Richard Tey, a long-time blood donor who had
been donating with his wife since their university days. In 2024, while
preparing for what would have been his 198th donation, Richard was
turned away due to an unusually low haemoglobin level count. Just a week
later, he was diagnosed with leukemia. During his treatment, Richard
became a blood recipient himself and received multiple blood and platelet
transfusions. Today, he is in remission. Although he can no longer donate
blood, his wife, Ping Hui, and their adult children continue to carry their
shared commitment forward. Richard’s story reminds us that today’s donor

may one day become tomorrow’s recipient.

The Stories That Continue

This year’s theme, “The Stories That Continue”, reminds us that blood
donation is more than a one-time act — it is a gift whose impact carries
forward through families, friendships and communities. Amongst us today
are donors whose journeys began at the encouragement of loved ones,

and others who have gone on to inspire the next generation of donors.

One such individual is a long-time donor Mr Liow Yong Hwee, who has

witnessed firsthand how critical blood donations were. Many years ago,



when his late father required emergency surgery, doctors informed the
family that a large volume of blood was needed. As a regular donor himself,
Mr Liow’s immediate instinct was to ask what he could do to help. “The staff
assured me that everything was already taken care of. The sense of relief
that | felt in that moment was indescribable,” he recalled. That experience
remains one of his dearest reminders of why blood donation matters. Over
the years, blood donation also turned into something he shares with his
family. One of his most cherished memories is accompanying his daughter
for her first blood donation after she turned 16 — a milestone that he holds
close to his heart till this day. Today, Mr Liow will be receiving the most

prestigious Medal for Life award for his 212" donation.

| would also like to commend a young donor, Tia Shi Ting, who began
donating blood at 18 years old. For many years, Shi Ting’s mother had
wanted to donate blood, but she was afraid of needles and nervous about
going there alone. Wanting to support and encourage her mother, Shi Ting
decided to donate blood alongside her. What Shi Ting did not expect was
that this act of support would become a commitment of her own. Today, this

regular donor, with 21 blood donations, will receive the Youthphoria award,



which recognises inspiring young donors who champion the spirit of giving.

Let’s give them a round of applause.

Stories like these remind us that the legacy of blood donors is carried
forward not only through individuals, but families, communities and the
many organisations that champion this cause, year after year. Whether
through organising blood drives, volunteering at the bloodbank, or
advocating for the importance of blood donation, every contribution

strengthens Singapore’s blood supply.

Engaging Youth Donors

The Singapore Red Cross is working with community partners to make
blood donation more visible, accessible and meaningful to young
Singaporeans. Through collaborations with lifestyle partners, we are
creating more touchpoints to encourage regular blood donation. We are
reaching new donors through partnerships with Haidilao and Mixue, as well
as ArtBox and PopMart, and will continue to work with more organisations
that share our interest in healthy living and social impact. We look forward
to welcoming new donors and expanding our young donor pool through

these curated campaigns and events.



Our Youthlnspire Club, comprising youth aged 16 to 25, has also grown to
a community of over 1,000 members since its launch two years ago.
Youthlnspire has been instrumental in leading youth outreach initiatives and
organising thematic blood drives. Look out for their upcoming collaboration

on K-Pop, and their Halloween blood drive!

To encourage blood donation as part of a regular lifestyle, we brought
together 500 youth at the inaugural National Blood Dialogue to discuss the
future of blood donation. We hope to continue empowering more youth to
take ownership of this cause and become advocates within their own
communities. Last month, we engaged over 300 fithess enthusiasts
through a fitness challenge called “RedRad Challenge”. We will leverage
such initiatives to shift the lens of blood donation from an occasional act of

goodwill to an integral part of a purposeful and healthy lifestyle.

In Conclusion
Every eligible donor has a part to play in sustaining Singapore’s blood
supply, and every act of giving helps keep this life-saving chain strong.

Blood donation is a community effort, and so is today’s World Blood Donor



Day celebration. | would like to thank our community partners and more
than 100 volunteers from Hindu Volunteers Network, Tanglin Police Division

and NetLink Trust for supporting today’s event.

To our teams at HSA's Blood Services Group and the Singapore Red
Cross’ Blood Donor Programme, thank you for being our pillar of support

across our bloodbanks, mobile blood drives and outreach efforts.

To be in good health and able to give this life-saving gift is truly a blessing.
Thank you for your commitment. With your support, we will continue to
grow this dedicated community of lifesavers and advocates, inspiring more
people to embrace blood donation as a lifestyle. May we each play our part
in ensuring that this life-saving story continues — one donation, one family,

and one life at a time.

Thank you.

Happy World Blood Donor Day!



